THE GREAT TUDORS
Note the next step, for it is the explanation of all. The
men who had overthrown Seymour (known at the time as
the Protector Somerset) were headed by Dudley, who had
given himself the title of Warwick. They were like all the
rest of the clot who usurped power during the minority of
the child. King Edward VI, unscrupulous and greedy public
robbers. But they were also unused to business and, most
of them, to any habits of industry at all.
When they had overthrown Seymour they found that
there was this one man, young Cecil, through whose hands
had passed all Seymour's papers. He knew all about his
late master; he knew all about his master's enemies, the
people who were now governing. He was indispensable.
They took him over and made him secretary to the Council.
When he had been secretary to Somerset he had already
seen all the State Papers, for Somerset was virtually King of
England. Now as Secretary of the Council, he saw every-
thing in the regular way of business, and with his precision,
his enormous powers, not only of work but of organisation,
with his tenacity of purpose and of memory even for details,
he was the one man in England without whom his new
masters could not rule.
There was one question of overwhelming importance to
those new masters and indirectly to Cecil himself; that
question was the survival of the religious revolution.
There had been proceeding in Europe for about as long as
Cecil's own lifetime, that is, for the last thirty years, or
rather more, a religious revolution the consequences of
which were bound to be of the first moment if the fruits of
that revolution could be maintained. It was primarily a
revolution against the ancient organisation of society on a
united Catholic basis, the corruption of whose officers,
coupled with the growth of debate and the weakening of
central authority, had provoked the explosion.
By the middle of the sixteenth century, when Cecil be-
comes secretary, the natural Catholic reaction against the
first enthusiasm of the zealous reformers was beginning to
take shape; and, meanwhile, not only in places where the
attack on the old religion had succeeded, but elsewhere,
the vast wealth of the clergy had been seized on all sides.
This had happened on an especially large scale in England,
where there was a group of new millionaires having among
them many men of long inheritance who had only grown
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